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"Accent", a complex 
construct

→ Burrows, 2021 Language teaching - linguistic 

ideologies

→ Clyne, 1984; Muhr & Manley, 2015

→ Chiquito & Quesada Pacheco, 2014

→ Llull & Pinardi, 2014
pluri-

centric 
languages

→ Morett, 2014;

→ Guajardo, 2009; Yraola, 2014.

(Zimman, 2020)

"accent "

A set of often oral clues 

concomitant with extra-

linguistic and epilinguistic 

clues that contribute to the 

creation of (un)conscious 

hypotheses about the origin 

(geographical, social, etc.) and 

identity of individuals.



Categorisations through accent 
and their implications in work 
settings

o Laberon, 2011

o Razafimandimbimanana & 

Wacalie, 2019

o Blanchet, 2016

o Paterson, 2019

o Ramjattan, 2022, 2023

Pluriphony (Candea et Gasquet-
Cyrus, 2023)

Different ways of pronouncing 
languages or different 

pronunciation repertoires of a 
person.



Methodology

1st stage: development (Greene, 

Caracelli, & Graham, 1989)

Comprehensive Interviews 

(Kaufmann & Singly, 2016)

2nd stage: experimental and 

interventional

Possible biases 
of the interview 

situation (A. 
Blanchet, 1985)

Data collection:
• 21 interviews

• Participant profile: Various 
professions and HR managers 

involved
• 5 varieties within the Spanish-

speaking spectrum
(Rioufreyt, 2019) 
(Consoli, 2021)



Subcorpus

N° OFFICE LI NATIONALITY CURRENT 

COUNTRY

1 Freelance FLE teacher FR FR ARG, ES

2 FLE Diplomacy FR FR ARG

3 Address of the FLE 

institute

FR FR MEX

4 Teacher and director of 

FLE institute

EN ARG ARG

5 Teacher of FLE and ELE EN ARG, GRC, FR FR



details
N° Professional career

1 French nationality. At the time of the interview, he lives in Spain and works as a freelance FLE 

teacher. He is in a relationship with an Argentinian partner.

2 French nationality. At the time of the interview, he lives in Argentina and works in the official field of  

the dissemination of French.
3 French nationality. At the time of the interview, he lives in France and works in the field of FLE. She 

has directed a FLE institute in Mexico for several years. 

4 Person of Argentinean nationality. At the time of the interview, she lives in Argentina. Retired as a 

teacher of French as a foreign language in the public sector. She is a director of a French as a foreign 

language institute.
5 Triple nationality: Argentinian, Greek and French. At the time of the interview, she lives in France. 

She taught French in Argentina, then ELE and currently FLE in France. 



Discussion
1. Inside and outside according to accent
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Discussion
2. The sensitive terrain of accent: agentivity and discrimination
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Discussion
3. The accent: a teaching non-competence
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Conclusion
Complexity of 

representations 
regarding 

pronunciation, 
"accent," and 

plurilingualism.

Ability to 
decenter from the 
central varieties 

of their L1 and the 
additional 

language in 
question.

Integration and 

legitimization.

Imperative of 

professional

legitimacy.

Paths through 
which these 

representations 
are linked to the 

world of 
employment.
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Thank you very 
much!

karinamibanez@gmail.com

@karinamibanez2017
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